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December Newsletter 
 

Meeker Elementary 
Greeley, Colorado 

 

Dear Parents, 

Happy holidays to you and your family!   

As you have read by now, the Colorado Department of Education has released 
results for how our students performed last spring on the new state assessments in 
English language arts and math. These assessments are often referred to as “PARCC 
tests” because they were developed by a consortium of states called the 
Partnership for Assessments in Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC). These 
tests are part of the state’s overall assessment system, Colorado Measures of 
Academic Success (CMAS), which also includes tests in science and social studies. 
The new tests measure different things, such as a child’s ability to think critically 
and problem solve – skills that are critical to success in college and career in the 
21st Century. You may remember that Colorado implemented new academic 
standards in 2013-14 that raised the bar with higher expectations for all students.  
Our new tests are aligned to those academic standards, and they are indeed more 
rigorous than past tests.  This is a good thing, as we are striving to ensure that all 
students are truly prepared for college and career when they graduate from high 
school.  But with change may come some growing pains, as students’ test scores 
may be lower than what you saw before. This is not permanent. It is likely that 
scores will start rising again as students and teachers get used to the higher 
standards and become better prepared to meet the more challenging material.  
Also, remember that these tests were given at the end of the previous school year.  
They represent a single point in time, and are just one of the many factors that 
can be used together to provide a complete picture of students’ progress.  
Resources to help you understand these new score reports are available at 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/communications/resourcesforparents.  Overall last 
years’ fifth graders exceeded both state and district performance levels in English 
language arts (ELA).  42.8% of fifth graders met or exceeded expectations.  In 
math, 23.6% of these students met or exceeded expectations.  In fourth grade 
23.6% met or exceeded expectations in Math and in ELA 37.4% met or exceeded 
expectations.  28.9% of third grade students met or exceeded expectations in ELA 
and 22.8% in Math.  Our work will continue to be in understanding the standards to 
ensure instruction aligns with these standards as this is very rigorous, intentional 
work.  Please if you have any questions don’t hesitate to stop by for a 
conversation. On our website, there are other additional resources to assist you in 
understanding scores and the assessment. 

I would like to extend a thank you to our families who came to support their child 
in the Honor Choir and second grade performance on Thursday, December 10th!  We 
have so many talented students amongst us!  It always amazes me to see and hear 
what our students are capable of doing as they are performing!  One also knows 
the impact an effective and dynamic teacher has on students’ performances and 
progress.  We know how fortunate our students are to have Mrs. James at Meeker! 
 

May the winter break be filled with laughter and joy! 

Principal Cathy Nelson 

 

Upcoming Events 

December 17 

Christmas Party Classes 

  
December 17th  

PBIS PAWS assembly 2nd qtr. 

Report Cards Home 

 

December 18th –January 4th  

Winter Break-No School 

 
 

School Starts January 5th  

 

January 12th   2016 

MSA Meeting 4 pm 

After School Program starts 

 

 

Meeker wants to wish 

everyone a safe Winter Break! 

Have fun! Be Safe! See 

everyone in the New Year! 

 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/communications/resourcesforparents
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Great job choir and second grade students on your musical performances!  
You entertained us and gave us the gift of music!  
Thank you for all of your hard work! 

                                                                  Mrs. James 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Greetings, Meeker parents!  In anticipation of your much anticipated break with your kiddos, I wanted to send you a little tidbit 

from my treasure trove of wonderful parenting tips from Love and Logic.   

Question:  What do you consider to be one of our most basic human needs?  If you have ever seen someone lose their remote 

control to their television, you will know!  I will spend a good twenty minutes tearing my house apart in an effort to find my 

remote control, when I could just spend a couple of seconds changing the channel myself.  Why?  Because that little device gives 

me an immense amount of CONTROL.  I get to control the channel, the volume, mute, etc.  CONTROL is a fundamental need of 

all humans, and especially kids, because they don’t have as much control as we as adults are able to enjoy.   

Kids can easily be offered that sense of control by offering as many choices as possible, when things are going well.  Remember, 

the choices may seem silly to you as an adult, but they are still likely to feel very valid to our kiddos.  Some examples of choices 

that can be offered might sound like this:   

“Do you want to sit on the right hand side of my desk, or the left?” 

“Do you want to finish this assignment now, or after school?” 

As you can see, choices need to be well thought out, to ensure that they are choices you, as a teacher, can live with.   

This program also encourages teachers to expand the length of their assignments, then give the students the choice of doing odd 
problems or even problems, for example, in an effort to insert more choices into their day.  Making these choices makes students 
feel empowered, so that they will, hopefully, be more likely to allow you, as the teacher, make choices for them, whenever 
necessary.  As an added benefit, it prepares kids for adulthood by giving them opportunities every day to consider and weigh 
their options, and make decisions.  Sometimes they will enjoy good consequences for the decisions they make.  Sometimes they 
will have to live with more painful consequences.  Hopefully, though, they will learn from the negative consequences, and will 
make better choices in the future.  The beauty of this intervention, though, is that they don’t spend time blaming the adults in 
their lives for the choices they make, because they made the choice themselves.   
Just Give it a try….and happy experimenting! 

 

Lost and Found                                                                   PAWS Winners                                                   
   We will clear out over                                                                                   12-4-2015 

Christmas Break.                                                                            Kinder: Elliana V. (McClees) 

                                                                                                        1st grade: Madalynn A. (Eatherton) 

                                                                                                        2nd grade: Azariah B. (Tanner) 

                                                                                                        3rd grade: Jaxon R. (Arnold) 

                                                                                                        4th grade: Xander S. (Stewart) 

                                                                                                        5th grade: Idalis M. (Keesis-Wood)  


